[Depression in cancer patients].
Depression in cancer patients is common and occurs throughout the course of cancer illness. We review diagnosing, treatment and palliative care issues as well as epidemiology and etiology of major depression in cancer patients. The prevalence of major depression in cancer patients was reported to range from 6 to 42%. It reflects various cancer related variables, such as pain and low performance status as well as risks for major depression. To avoid under-diagnosing depression in cancer patient, it should include not only psychological symptoms, but also physical symptoms. The treatment includes patient education, counseling, behavioral techniques and antidepressant medications. In palliative care setting, life review interview would be effective for depression.